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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 SAN SA 00742 152200Z 
ACTION MCT-01 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 ISO-OO SY-05 FBIE-00 USSS-00 DHA-02 
SCA-01 COME-OO CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 JUSE-00 PM-04 
NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 SCS-03 SSO-OO INRE-00 NSCE-00 /052 W 

152255Z 054151 /72-70 

O 152135Z FEB 77 

FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3389 
INFO AMEMBASSY MEXICO 

SECRET SAN SALVADOR 0742 

EO. 1 1652 GDS 
TAGS: PINS. ES 

SUBJECT: POMA KIDNAPPING - GOES REQUEST FOR USG ASSISTANCE 

REFS: (A) STATE 030032, (B) STATE 029001, (C) SAN 
SALVADOR 0593, (D) SAN SALVADOR 0661 

1 . THE AMBASSADOR CARRIED OUT THE INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINED REFTELS 
(A) AND (B) BY INFORMING THE POMA FAMILY, ON TWO OCCASIONS (2/10 

TO THE FAMILY LAWYER AND 2/1 1 TO ROBERTO POMA'S 

FATHER AND BROTHER), THAT THE USG COULD NOT ASSIST, NOR CONSIDER 

ASSISTING, IN ANY INVESTIGATION 

INVOLVING A NON-U.S. PRIVATE CITIZEN VICTIM OF 

A KIDNAPPING OUTSIDE U.S. TERRITORY UNLESS AND UNTIL IT RECEIVED 
A REQUEST FROM THE INTERESTED GOVERNMENT. 

2. DURING CONVERSATION WITH LUIS POMA, ROBERTO'S FATHER, HE 
MENTIONED THAT THE VICTIM'S SIX- YEAR OLD DAUGHTER WAS A U.S. 

CITIZEN, BORN IN CALIFORNIA. HE ASKED IF THIS FACT COULD BE 
TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION IN DETERMINING A USG RESPONSE 

TO ANY GOES REQUEST FOR HELP. 

3. ON 2/14 THE PRESIDENT, MINDEF AND FORMIN MET THE 
AMBASSADOR TO DISCUSS SEVERAL OTHER MATTERS (REPORTED SEPTELS). 

THE PRESIDENT BROACHED THE POMA MATTER BY DESCRIBING GOES 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE RELEASE OF TWO PRISONERS, HIS GOVERNMENT’S 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 SAN SA 00742 152200Z 

INCAPACITY TO INVESTIGATE BEYOND SALVADORAN 

FRONTIERS, AND A SUGGESTION RECEIVED FROM LUIS POMA THAT 

THE USG MIGHT LEND ASSISTANCE. PRESIDENT MOLINA SAID HIS GOVERNMENT 

WOULD WELCOME AND APPRECIATE ANY ASSISTANCE THE USG COULD 

PROVIDE IN THIS MATTER. 

4. COMMENT: GIVEN THE PROVEN CAPABILITIES AND INTERNATIONAL 
CONNECTIONS OF THE ERP; THE PROMINENCE (PRESIDENT OF THE 
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SALVADORAN GOVERNMENT TOURIST AGENCY) AND AMERICAN CITIZEN 
CONNECTION OF THE VICTIM; AND THE REQUEST FROM THE PRESIDENT 
FOR ALL APPROPRIATE ASSISTANCE, THE EMBASSY 

RECOMMENDS THAT THE USG RESPOND FAVORABLY AND INITIATE ACTION 
ASAP. PLEASE ADVISE. 

LOZANO 


SECRET 


NNN 
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Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
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Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
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Disposition Event: 
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Document Source: CORE 
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Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770240/aaaabjme.tel 
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Retention: 0 
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